
Malena Wheeler, daughter of Robert 
and Nicole Wheeler, is currently

attending the University of Wisconsin 
in Platteville studying Agribusiness. 

Cole Wright, son of Todd 
and Joann Wright, recently 
graduated from Princeton 

High School. This fall he is 
attending Black Hawk East 
to study Agribusiness and 

Crop Science.

Luke Schultz, son of Karl and Beth 
Schultz, recently graduated from 

Princeton High School. This fall he 
is attending Black Hawk College 
and majoring in Agribusiness.

Alexa Jacobs, daughter of Rod and 
Jennifer Jacobs, recently graduated from 

Bureau Valley High School. This fall 
she is attending Southern Illinois 

University majoring in Ag Education.

Kaitlyn Hildebrand, 
daughter of Kevin and 
Susan Hildebrand, is 

currently attending Illinois 
Central College majoring in 

Animal Science.

Chase Gripp, son of Chad and 
TeNille Gripp, recently 

graduated from Bureau Valley 
High School. This fall he is 

attending Purdue 
University majoring in Ag 

Systems Management.

Skyler Brazel, son of Carl 
Brazel, is currently attending

the Iowa State 
University majoring in 
Horticulture and Global 

Resource Systems.
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2017 Scholarship Winners
Seven Bureau County students received financial assistance from the Bureau County Farm Bureau Foundation to help cover costs 
associated with continuing their education. The Foundation Board of Directors named Skyler Brazel of Tiskilwa, Chase Gripp of 
Sheffield, Kaitlyn Hildebrand of Ohio, Alexa Jacobs of Walnut, Luke Schultz of Princeton, Malena Wheeler of Tiskilwa and Cole 

Wright of Bradford as the 2017 recipients of the Bureau County Farm Bureau Foundation Scholarships. 

For the past twenty-two years, the Bureau County Farm Bureau Foundation has made a financial commitment to assisting 
individuals interested in pursuing a career in agriculture.  To date, over $76,000 has been provided in scholarships to individuals 

who are Bureau County Farm Bureau members or their dependents. The Foundation funding is supported by private contributions, 
including those from Bureau County Farm Bureau members and contributors like you.



New Ag Literacy Coordinator
My name is Cara Kniss and I am the new Ag Literacy Coordinator for Bureau 

County. I have been in Education for the past nine years as a middle school 
Language Arts and Reading teacher.  

Hello! My name is Alexa Jacobs and I am the 2017 Bureau County Farm 
Bureau Summer Intern. This summer I have had the privilege of interning 

for Jill Frueh at the Farm Bureau and learning about what the Farm 
Bureau organization does in our community. Some of my duties this 

summer have included presenting lessons about the water cycle at the 
county’s library programs, preparing Farm Fresh Friday flyers for the 

Princeton Farmers’ Market, and helping get Ag in the Classroom lessons 
ready to go for this upcoming year. I was also able to help host the 4-H 

Ag Olympics and first ever Bureau County Master Showmanship contest 
at the 4-H fair. 

Summer Intern Wraps Up Her Duties

Congratulations to the winners of the 3rd Annual Placemat Design Contest for 
the National Ag Week's Salute to Ag Breakfast! Third grade students from 

around the county were asked to create placemats following the theme "Farm to 
Fork". Students were encouraged to think of the food they eat and share their 
understanding of how their food is grown and delivered to their dinner tables. 
This year Farm Bureau collected 225 entries from all over the county. Two 

prizes were awarded for Best of Show and Closest to the Theme. Each of the 
winners, their parents and their teacher were invited to be recognized at the 

breakfast, held at the Galleria in Princeton on the morning of March 24. 

Best of Show- (Left) Lydia Johnson, Lincoln Elementary Princeton, Mrs. Thompson's Class 
Closest to the Theme (Right) Gracey Anderson, Lincoln Elementary School, Mrs. Nordstrom's Class.

Congratulations to the 2017 Ag Appreciation 
Placemat Winners!

This coming fall I will be starting my freshman year at Southern Illinois University Carbondale and 
majoring in Agriculture Education. The experiences I have had this summer working with Jill will 
greatly help me in both my schooling and future career. I have learned a lot in my summer with the 

Farm Bureau and have enjoyed my time here. I would like to extend my thanks to Jill and the rest of 
the Farm Bureau Staff, Board Members and all the members for providing me with such a great 
opportunity. I am very grateful for the knowledge, friendships, and memories I have gained from 

this internship and I know I will carry them with me as I head towards my future!

My husband Dan and I have twin boys that just started their freshman year at 
Princeton High School.  I am looking forward to working with the students and 

teachers of Bureau County.  Follow our programs by liking the 
Bureau County Ag in the Classroom Facebook page!



Bureau County Ag Fair
In an effort to demonstrate to all the fourth graders in Bureau County the importance of agriculture in their 

lives, the Bureau County Farm Bureau Women’s Committee held its 23rd Annual Ag Fair on March 23, 
2017. The Ag Fair is a daylong event at the Bureau County Fair Grounds in which students make timed 
stops (9 minutes at each station) to 14 different stations. These stations range from dairy, embryology, 

safety, pork, corn, seed science, conservation, beef, soybeans, wheat, technology, equipment, large animals 
and small animals.

Ag Fair is only successful 
because of our 75 volunteers. 

Pictured are the youth 
volunteers of the day. They 

are from the Princeton, 
LaMoille and Bureau Valley 
FFA and various 4-H Clubs 

around the county.

Lauren McMillan of the 
Princeton FFA Chapter 

answers questions from the 
students about her 
Hereford heifer.

Cassie Martin of the LaMoille 
FFA Chapter shows the 8 

day old baby pig to students 
who attended the Ag Fair.

Luke Schultz of the 
Princeton FFA Chapter 
talks about his sheep and 
his lambs as the students

listen.

What a great turnout for our 1st Annual Master Showmanship Contest on 
Friday, July 21 at the Bureau County 4-H Fair. The Master Showmanship 
Contest tested individual’s skills and knowledge of showing beef, swine and 

sheep. Contestants were judged on their visual showmanship skills and 
were also asked questions about each of the species. The Master 

Showmanship Contest was hosted by the Bureau County Farm Bureau 
Foundation and the U of I Extension. 

Recognition was given to the top showman of each of the three species and 
a Champion and Reserve Champion master showman of all three combined 
species was awarded the top honors. Congratulations to Luke Schultz of 
Princeton, this year’s Bureau County Master Showman!  The runner-up 

was Jessica Carlson of Princeton.

First Annual Master Showmanship Contest Held

The 8th annual Bureau and Lee County Ag in 
the Classroom Golf outing was on June 29th at 
Chapel Hill Golf Course in Princeton. We are 

excited to announce that 24 teams participated 
in the annual event. Because of the outstanding 

support from the golfers who attended the 
event and the corporate sponsorships, $7,285 
was raised for Ag in the Classroom programs 

within the two counties. Linker Seeds and 
Heartland Bank were this year’s winning 

teams. Thank you to sponsors and supporters 
of the event!

Foundation Golf 
Outing Fundraiser 

The 6th annual Bureau County 
Tractor Trek was held Sunday, June 

25th in the southeastern part of 
Bureau County. It was our honor to 
host such a wonderful event for 51 

tractor enthusiasts from all over 
Illinois. With the help of these 

participants we were able to raise 
$2,249 for the Ag in the Classroom 
program in Bureau County. Thank 

you to the sponsors and the 
supporters of this wonderful event!

Foundation Tractor 
Trek Fundraiser



Year End Numbers

Ag in the Classroom

Ag Education 
in the Community

The Bureau County Agricultural Literacy 
Program reached 20 public school 
buildings in Bureau County during the 
school year.
391 classroom programs were presented 
during the school year.
Over 1,581 students in Bureau County 
received some form of agricultural 
education through Agriculture in the 
Classroom (AITC) materials.
153 teachers in Bureau County Public 
Schools are using our Ag in the 
Classroom (AITC) material in their 
classrooms.
At least 400 students saw a farm first 
hand by attending farm visits in the fall 
and the spring.
Nearly 100 students learned the 
importance of pollinators at 5 th Grade 
Conservation Day
2,500 members of our community were 
reached through public programs. 

“Reading by Design” was the theme for 
this year’s library summer reading 
program.
Children made water cycle bracelets and 
read the book “Water is Water”, which 
was donated to each of the libraries 
earlier in the year.
ABC’s of Agriculture Coloring books and 
soy crayons were donated to Hospitals 
and Prompt Cares in the county.
Thousands of young families participated 
in Farmer for a Day at the County Fair 
where they milked a cow, picked apples, 
collected eggs from a chicken and more!
4-H Cloverbuds in Princeton, members 
ages 5-7, completed various activities 
during monthly meetings. 

Considering a Donation For 
2017-2018?

Here is an example of what your donation could 
provide on an average year.

$10 Send a package of Ag mags to a Bureau 
County Classroom.

$25 Purchase consumable supplies for a 
classroom mAGic Kit for a year.

$100

$175

$250

$350

$550

$1,000

$10,000

Replace an incubator that is used in 
classrooms for embryology study.

Provide a donation for College Ag 
Recruitment Day for 250 high school 

students.

Deliver 200 ABC's of Agriculture coloring 
books and 200 soy crayons to local hospital 

emergency rooms.

Distribute 17 agricultural books to local 
libraries.

Arrange for lunches for 20 teachers during 
the week-long Summer Ag Institute.

Support one scholarship for a local 
student pursuing a degree in an 

agricultural related field.

Subsidize the salary of the Ag Literacy 
Coordinator Position for a year.

Donations to the Bureau County Farm Bureau 
Foundation are tax-deductible.

Thank you for your past support. 
We hope we can count on you for 

your continued contribution!


