AG IN THE CLASSROOM
GOLF OUTING
The tenth annual Bureau and Lee County Ag in
the Classroom Golf outing was on June 27th at
Spring Creek Golf Course. This year we had 24
teams play.
Because of the outstanding support from
the golfers who attended the event and the
corporate sponsorships, $9,075 was raised
for Ag in the Classroom programs within
the two counties. Thank you to sponsors and
supporters of the event!

SUMMER AG INSTITUTE
Agriculture in Bureau and surrounding counties is more varied
than most individuals think. The thirteen teachers from Bureau,
Lee, Henry and Whiteside counties that participated in this year’s
program can attest to that. They spent a week finding out about
the diversity of the agricultural industry, through the Summer Ag
Institute (SAI). This type of teacher training has been held since
2002 and continues to be sponsored in part by the Bureau County
Farm Bureau Foundation. These programs are designed to provide
teachers with the resources, knowledge, and contacts to incorporate
agriculture into their daily classroom lessons.
Teachers learned through classroom presentation and valuable farm
and industry tours. Each participant was also given free resource
materials and lesson plans for their classrooms to make it even more
convenient to teach agricultural related lessons throughout the
year. Teachers who completed the class were eligible for PD credits
through the local Regional Office of Education.

TRIVIA NIGHT
Following the annual
meeting, the Farm Bureau
Foundation held its 2nd
Annual Trivia Night
Fundraiser. The theme this
year was Luau for Learning.
The evening was filled with
laughs, cheers and a large
dose of useless knowledge!
In all, 13 tables of 8 players
were sold, and ten farmers
and businesses sponsored
the trivia rounds. Thank
you for all the support from
the community. Because
of generous donations, we
were able to raise $1,500 for
Bureau County Ag in
the Classroom!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
2019 AG APPRECIATION
PLACEMAT WINNERS

Congratulations to the winners of the 5th Annual Placemat Design
Contest for the National Ag Week’s Salute to Ag Breakfast! Third
grade students from around the county were asked to create
placemats following the theme “Illinois Agriculture- Past, Present
and Future”.
This year Farm Bureau collected 193 entries from all over the
county. Two prizes were awarded for Best of Show and Best use of
Theme. Each of the winners, their parents and their teacher were
invited to be recognized at the breakfast, held at The Barn just
outside of Princeton on the morning of March 15.
Best of Show - (Left) Tristan Borovicka, Lincoln Elementary
with Mrs. May
Lori McCarter (Middle), Bureau County Ag Literacy Coordinator
presents awards to the two winners.
Best use of Theme - (Right) Remie Marshall, Bureau Valley
South with Mrs. Bitting

FOUNDATION
TRACTOR TREK
FUNDRAISER
The eighth annual Bureau County
Tractor Trek was held Saturday, June
22nd in the southwestern part of
Bureau County. It was our honor to host
such a wonderful event for 55 tractor
enthusiasts from all over Illinois. With
the help of these participants we were
able to raise $2,700 for the Ag in the
Classroom program in Bureau County.
Thank you to the sponsors and the
supporters of this wonderful event!

2018-2019
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2019 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Seven Bureau County students will receive financial assistance
from the Bureau County Farm Bureau Foundation to help
cover costs associated with continuing their education. The
Foundation Board of Directors has named Chase Gripp of
Sheffield, Stephanie Gripp of Sheffield, Kaitlyn Hildebrand of
Ohio, Alexa Jacobs of Walnut, Lauren McMillan of Tiskilwa,
Katie Smith of Walnut and Judd Wright of Bradford as the
2019 recipients of the Bureau County Farm Bureau Foundation
Scholarships.
For the past twenty-four years, the Bureau County Farm
Bureau Foundation has made a financial commitment to assist
individuals interested in pursuing a career in agriculture. To
date, $91,250 has been provided in scholarships to individuals
who are Bureau County Farm Bureau members or their
dependents. The Foundation funding is supported by private
contributions, including those from Bureau County Farm
Bureau members
All of these students were extremely active in extracurricular
activities with strong backgrounds in FFA, 4-H as well as
Church and other school programs. Congratulations go out to
these seven well deserving students.
Chase Gripp, son of Chad and TeNeille
Gripp, is attending Purdue University
majoring in Agricultural Systems
Management.

Stephanie Gripp, daughter of Chad and
TeNeille Gripp, is attending Oklahoma State
University majoring in Animal SciencePreVet with a minor in Agricultural
Communications.

COLLEGE DAY HELD
FOR AREA STUDENTS
Approximately 100
plus students from
Bureau, Marshall,
Putnam, and Stark
counties interested
in pursuing degrees
in agriculture were
able to attend the
annual College Open
House for Agriculture
on Wednesday November 7th at the Birkey’s Farm Store
in Henry.
Representatives from Illinois State University, University
of Illinois, Western Illinois University, Southern Illinois
University, Black Hawk East, Joliet Junior College, Illinois
Central College, Illinois Valley Community College,
Parkland Community College, and Sauk Valley Community
College were all on hand to give a five minute presentation
about their institution and to host a booth with valuable
information for the students.
This event, sponsored by Bureau, Marshall-Putnam and
Stark County Farm Bureaus, was a great opportunity for
area students to meet locally with representatives of these
schools.

THIRD ANNUAL MASTER
SHOWMANSHIP CONTEST HELD

Kaitlyn Hildebrand, daughter of Kevin
and Susan Hildebrand, is attending Kansas
State University majoring in Animal
Science.

Alexa Jacobs, daughter of Rod and
Jennifer Jacobs, is attending Southern
Illinois University Carbondale majoring in
Agricultural Education.

Lauren McMillan, daughter of
Kyle and Jodi McMillan, is attending
University of Illinois majoring in
Agricultural Leadership.

Katie Smith, daughter of David and
Janet Smith, is attending Illinois State
University majoring in Agricultural
Communications.

Judd Wright, son of Todd and Joann
Wright, is attending Black Hawk East
majoring in Ag Business.

NEW AG LITERACY COORDINATOR
Hi everyone, my name is Jodi McMillan and I am honored to be representing Bureau County Farm Bureau
as your Agricultural Literacy Coordinator. I was raised in west central Illinois on a crop/livestock farm,
with both of my parents being teachers. So, it is “in my blood” you could say to promote agriculture within
the classroom! I have a bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Education and have worked as a para-professional
for the Princeton Elementary preschool program. I am very excited about stepping back into the classroom
to help students understand the importance of Agriculture in our everyday lives. I live in Tiskilwa, with my
husband Kyle and our daughter Lauren who will be a freshman at the University of Illinois this fall. Our
family raises Hereford cattle and spend our summers showing across the country.
This fall, I have spent time looking over the wonderful resources provided by the Ag in the Classroom
curriculum and kits. There will be many opportunities and activities to peak the student’s interest toward
agriculture - how exciting! I also attended the AITC Coordinator workshop in September, I can’t wait to bring
back even more lessons for our Bureau County students. It is my goal to bring new ideas to classrooms, create
an interest in agriculture and have lots of fun with the elementary students within our schools.
I look forward to working with the teachers and students of Bureau County. Teaching agricultural education
to students at a young age helps students understand how things grow, where food comes from and how the
world around them works, I feel it is a privilege to be a part in this process.

AG IN THE CLASSROOM
IN REVIEW
2018-2019
• The Bureau County Agricultural Literacy Program reached 20 public school
buildings in Bureau County during the school year.
• 840 classroom programs were presented during the school year.
• Over 1,731 students in Bureau County received some form of agricultural
education through Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) materials multiple
times throughout the year.
• 120 teachers in Bureau County Public Schools are using AITC material in
their classrooms.
• At least 425 students saw a farm firsthand by attending farm visits in the fall
and spring.
• 2,500 members of our community were reached.

AG EDUCATION
IN THE COMMUNITY
2018-2019
Jessica Carlson - Master Showman (right) and
Cheyenne DePatis - Runner-up Master Showman (left).
Our 3rd Annual Master Showmanship Contest was
held on Friday, July 19th at the Bureau County 4-H
Fair. This contest is hosted by the Bureau County Farm
Bureau Foundation and the U of I Extension. The Master
Showmanship Contest tested individual’s skills and
knowledge of showing beef, swine and sheep.
Recognition was given to the top showman of each of the
three species and a Champion and Reserve Champion
master showman of all three combined species were also
named. Congratulations and best wishes to Jessica Carlson
of Princeton, this year’s Bureau County Master Showman!
Along with the title, Jessica was awarded a $100
scholarship from the Bureau County Farm Bureau
Foundation and has the opportunity to go on to
represent Bureau County in the Illinois State Fair Master
Showmanship Contest that will take place Friday,
August 9th.
The runner-up was Cheyenne DePatis of Walnut. Cheyenne
received a $50 scholarship from the Bureau County Farm
Bureau Foundation and can represent Bureau County at the
State Fair if Jessica is unable to do so.

• “It’s Showtime” was the theme for this year’s library summer reading
program. Over 100 children in 11 libraries across the county learned about
popcorn and how different items found at baseball games and movie theaters
come from agriculture.
• A BC’s of Agriculture Coloring books and soy crayons were donated to
Hospitals and Prompt Cares in the county.
• Thousands of young families participated in Farmer for a Day at the County
Fair where they milked a cow, picked apples, collected eggs from a chicken
and more!
• 4-H Cloverbuds in Princeton, members ages 5-7, completed various activities
during monthly meetings.

BE A PART OF THE PUZZLE
CONSIDER A DONATION FOR 2019-2020
Here is an example of what your donation could
provide in an average year.
$10

Send a Package of Ag Mags to a Bureau
County Classroom.

$25

Purchase consumable supplies for a
classroom Magic Kit for a year.

$100

Replace an incubator that is used in
classrooms for embryology study.

$175

Provide a donation for College Ag
Recruitment Day for 250 high school
students.

$250

Deliver 200 ABC’s of Agriculture coloring
books and 200 soy crayons to local
hospital emergency rooms.

$350

Distribute 17 agricultural books
to local libraries.

$550

Arrange for lunches for 20 teachers during
the week-long Summer Ag Institute.

$1,000

Support one scholarship for a local
student pursuing a degree in an
agricultural related field.

$10,000

Subsidize the salary of the Ag
Literacy Coordinator Position for a
year.

Donations to the Bureau County Farm
Bureau Foundation are tax-deductible.
Thank you for your past support.
We hope we can count on you
for your continued contribution!

